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Trends and Issues of Student Mobility
from China to Japan

“How to Build Civil Exchange Programs for Further Development
and Expansion of Japan-China Relations”

at Japan-China Friendship Center
on February 24, 2015

Hiroshi Ota, Ph.D.
Profeszor
Center for Global Education
Hitotsubashi University

Number of Japanese-Language Learners

China 827 171

716,353 B72,406

964,014

275,710 295,672

247 641

44

78,802

44 272 46,762

Malaysia 22,856

Source: Japan Foundation (2013)
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International Students in Japan

by Field of Study in 2013

gﬁ::r EC; ces Humanitizs | Enginearing FinzArt | Others Total

=of

St‘:dem 52,333 28,605 | 23,242 5,252 4,776 (21,311 135519

% of total 38.6 211 17.2 3.9 35 15.7 100
by Place of Origin in 2013

Er';cif"r China Kerea | Vietnam | Taiwan Nepal | Indenesia | Others Total
xof

st‘:dems 81,884 | 15,304 6,290( 4,719 3188 2410 | 21,724 | 135519
% of total 60.4 1.3 4.6 35 24 1.8 16.0 100
;;a"ge -54 0.8 +43.8 +2.2| +3041 +5.9 -1.6

Eource: JapanStudent Services Organization [2014)

International Students in Japan
by Source of Funding in 2013

- Japanese Foreign
ﬂﬁo{ ':irr::::g; government government Total
sponsored sponsored
;ﬂem 123,060 8,529 3,930 135,519
% of total 90.8 6.3 29 100

by Type (academic level) in 2013

Spurce: lapan Student Services Organization [2014)

« Postgraduate students: 39,567 (29.1%)
* Short-term and exchange students (1 to 2 semesters): 11,717 (8.6%)

Typical international students in Japan: Privately-financed, degree-seeking
Chinese students enrolled in undergraduate programs, majoring in humanities &

social sciences (P Ir=REL)

International Students Enrolled in Japanese
Language Schools

by Place of Origin in 2013

:[l;?: of China | Vietnam | MNepal Korea | Taiwan | Thailand | Others| Total
*of

siudents 15,991 7,509 2,619 1,979 a41 493 | 3,094 32,626
% of total 49.0 23.0 8.0 6.1 2.9 1.5 9.5 100
;‘ange +6.0| +332.8 | #127.7 2.7 -2.2 +21.4 +35.4

# of Intl students enrclled in Japanese language schoolsin 2012: 24,092

Souwrce: Japan Student Services Organization (2014

Grand total: enrolled in language schools (32,626) + HEIs (135,519) =
168,145 (+3.9%)

*Typical path to Japanese degree: Japanase language schools and programs (port
of entry) — entrance exams — HEIs (esp. undergraduate programs): about 70%
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Chinese and Int’l Students in Japanese
Language Schools

Chinese Students Enrclled in Int'l Students in Enrolled in
Japanese Language Schools lapanese Language Schools
m o =
=
00
Hm
Ham
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T
]
e EDE Ew  Nn mo Nn N Bl T L S
Sewms: Amsoalen far Be Fematen ot lemamas g Moates ‘Sourse: Assoziston for e Srometon of Jenenese Lingusge
tamax) Eumasion (2015

Int’l Students Enrolled in Japanese
Language Schools (2008-2014)

1] 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 35,000 30,000 35,000 40,000
wHE wiiE o&F wechtL A -
Source: ACRAS Japanese Language Institute (2015)

Chinese Students in Japanese HEls

Chinese Students Enrolled in Short-term Chinese Students
lapanese HEls Enrolled in Japanese HEls
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Chinese Study-Abroad Students

Increasing Chinese study-abroad students (450K in 2013
— est. 500K in 2014) and diversifying their study abroad
destinations

® Largest student sending country (top exporter of students)

® 31% of int’l students in US (increasing undergraduate
students: 40.3%, postgraduate students: 42.1%)

® Strategic recruitment of Chinese students by industrialized
countries and their HEIs

Increasing H.Ed. participation rate in China: approx.

35% (2014)

What Japanese HEIls should do...

Increase and diversify short-term programs (few
weeks to two semesters)

® Expand student-exchange programs in specialized ed.
(students’ major fields), esp. for graduate students

® Increase courses and programs taught in English

B Include homestay, internship, fieldwork, and
company/factory visit= facilitate mutual understanding
in local communities and industries

® Expand faculty and staff exchange programs

= Improve student services for semester abroad students:
student status, student discount, student commuter pass

12

What Japanese HEIls should do...

Need proactive recruitment and simple and applicant-
friendly admissions system for degree-seeking students
® Online-based application

® Document-screening only method (pre-departure
admissions)

B Transfer admissions
Develop “Local to local” exchange programs
®m Need more exchange programs between local cities and HEIs
in the two countries
New era: Study abroad for common students between
the two mass H.Ed systems under an equal partnership
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