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NEAT MEMORANDUM NO. 13

NETWORK OF EAST ASIAN THINK TANKS (NEAT)

I. INTRODUCTION

The Network of East Asia Think Tanks (NEAT) held its 25th NEAT Country Coordinators Meeting (CCM)
and the 14th NEAT Annual Conference (AC) in Bangkok, Thailand on 28th - 29th July 2016. Participants
were 43 representatives from ASEAN Plus Three (APT) countries.

NEAT reaffirms that the goal of community building in East Asia is to promote the welfare and well-being
of its people by realising the East Asian Vision of Peace, Prosperity, and Progress. To promote peace and
prosperity in the region, the East Asia community building process is to base on universal values, including
good governance, the rule of law, democracy, human rights, and international laws and norms. Member
countries should commit to further intensify and expand these values, laws and norms in all areas of
cooperation, including cross-cutting issues such as connectivity and narrowing the development divide. In
addition, the process must address emerging challenges in the areas of traditional and non-traditional
security to ensure regional stability.



I1. NEAT ACTIVITIES IN 2016

In 2016, NEAT organized two Country Coordinators Meetings (CCM), one Annual Conference, and four
Working Groups (WG) on East Asia Economic Community (NEAT China), Regional Health (NEAT Japan),
Institutional Sustainability (NEAT Korea) and Irregular Migration (NEAT Thailand). The detail appears in
Annex. NEAT wishes to acknowledge and thank the respective NEAT member committees, supporters and
participants for their highly valued efforts and contributions.

I1l. RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the 24th and 25th NEAT CCM and working groups activities in 2016, NEAT respectfully submits
recommendation for the APT leaders’ consideration in three areas:

1. Crisis Management in ASEAN Plus Three Countries

Enhanced cooperation and interaction among APT countries significantly fosters political, economic, and
social development in each individual country and the region as a whole. Nevertheless, new challenges,
such as natural disaster, migration and human rights, and epidemic have emerged. They have a potential to
evolve into crises. To address these issues, NEAT has identified two existing challenges, i.e. irregular
migration and issues relating to public health.

a. Irregular Migration
Although the issue of irregular migration is not new to APT, member countries have not recognized it
as a potential source of crisis. Irregular maritime movements and loss of life at sea have significantly
increased. These worsen people-smuggling and human-trafficking, refugee and statelessness, and
forced labor and human right situations. In addition, it intensifies issues of international crime in the
region. Unless irregular migration is properly and collectively managed, it will have permanent
negative impacts on political, economic, and social development of each member country and the
region as a whole. To address these issues, NEAT would like to propose the following
recommendations: i. To adopt comprehensive and appropriate legal frameworks which combine

preventive, protective, and prosecutorial measures in tackling issues of irregular migration. ii. To
actively and seriously engage in discussions on migration at regional forums, including ASEAN,

ASEAN Region Forum, the East Asia Summit, in addition to the Bali Process._iii. To develop a

comprehensive regional data center of migrant workers who work in APT countries. iv. To enhance

regional collaboration among APT countries regarding migrants in general. This can be done

through the APT Migration Network where the participation of government officials, academics and
migrants themselves becomes crucial to help tackle migrant-related problems. v. To establish
workable APT migrant welfare measures in order to guarantee the social and human security of

migrant workers.



b. Enhancement of Public Health and Universal Health Coverage
Due to rapid economic development and increasing people mobility, diffusion of new types of
communicable and non-communicable diseases have emerged as one of the serious issues in East Asia.
This has led to drastic changes in regional disease structures and epidemic vulnerability taking place in
line with global trends.  Therefore, it is necessary for APT countries to jointly promote comprehensive
management and cooperation in the enhancement of public health in the region. The recommendations
are as follows: i. To strengthen health care systems and universal health coverage so as to reduce

health care inequities and promote sustainable universal health coverage. It should be done for each
component of health care system including financing, governance, and human resource development. ii.
To jointly promote health care to prevent and detect both communicable and non-communicable

diseases at early stages. iii. To establish a cooperation framework and cross-sectoral information

sharing platform in the areas of public health and health system. iv. To promote the utilization of

health data and improve its quality in collaboration with APT countries as well as other stakeholders,

such as international organizations, Non-Governmental Organizations, and communities. This aims to
develop and expand health database into “big data” in each country, and enhance data management and
analysis capability._v. To strengthen health services research and establish specialists hetworks in

East Asia. vi. To develop human resources for public health towards evidencebased health policy.

2. The East Asia Economic Community (EAEC) Building

The most noteworthy opportunity for East Asia is the new round of global economic restructuring
characterised by the transfer of manufacturing industries. In order to build an East Asian Economic
Community (EAEC), it is vital to upgrade each member’s position in the regional production network.
Additionally, it allows APT countries to better integrate themselves into the regional consumption loop for
a more balanced, inclusive, and economically resilient region. To enhance the EAEC-building process, key
principles in regional cooperation should be valued and adhered to, including ASEAN Centrality, APT as
the main vehicle of regional development, and open regionalism. NEAT recommendations are as follows:

a. To develop an EAEC Blueprint by designating a High Level Task Force (HLTF) to specify the
outcomes to be achieved by either 2020 or 2025 (or a two-phase arrangement).

b. To strengthen ASEAN Centrality:
i. Improve its competence and capacity in regional trade agreement negotiations for deeper regional

integration. ii._Set a clear _goal of higher level of commitments for the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations while leaving enough flexibility to the least-developed
members. iii. China, Japan, and Korea should stand and work together to provide strong support for

the realization of the ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN capacity-building, especially human

resource development in ASEAN member states. The two most important areas shall be regional
connectivity and narrowing of the development gap.
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c. To better utilise the existing cooperation frameworks and mechanisms. d. To conclude the China —

Japan — Korea Free Trade Agreement (CJKFTA) and RCEP negotiations as soon as possible. e. To

Promote All-round Functional Cooperation:

i. Improve regional connectivity. Assistance from Japan, China and Korea, Asian Development Bank

(ADB), Asia infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) as well as the Silk Road Fund, will provide necessary
financial support for the execution of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC). The “Belt and
Road Initiative” can facilitate and complement the MPAC._ii. Promote the implementation of the Trade

Facilitation Agreement. iii. Deepen regional financial cooperation. Further eliminate International
Monetary Fund (IMF) conditionality for the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralisation (CMIM) by further
raise the de-linked portion to 40% or even higher. iv. Narrow the development gap. Further investment

and cooperation shall be promoted in poverty reduction, industrial capacity improvement and human
resources development.

3. NEAT Sustainability and Institutionalisation

To support the APT towards the development of East Asian Community, NEAT needs to strengthen its
function by enchaining institutional capacity to ensure sustainability of its organizational development and
to contribute to the East Asian integration. The recommendations are:

a. To establish a NEAT secretariat by utilizing the potential cooperation funds and make modifications

on NEAT operations.

b. To encourage NEAT members to co-host working group meetings based on agreements of

interested countries.

¢. To adopt a chairmanship rotation system of the member committees to safeguard stable participation,

enhance legitimacy, and cover wider variety of regional issues.

d. To involve the APT Senior Official of the hosting country and representatives from the ASEAN

Secretariat in_ the NEAT CCM and Annual Conference, so as to enhance institutional connectivity

between Track | and Track Il diplomacy.

e. To invite NEAT representative to important Track | and Track Il regional forums, particularly the
APT, ARF and East Asia Forum and to strengthen close communications with SOM+3, DG+3, and the APT
unit at the ASEAN Secretariat.

f. To fully utilize available funds from domestic, regional, and international sources, and to develop

partnership with private sector actively.
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IV. CONCLUSION

NEAT greatly appreciates the serious consideration of the APT SOM, Ministers and Leaders to the
recommendations in this Memorandum, and welcome opportunities to interact further with decision-makers
on the contents. We pledge our continued support to build a vibrant and thriving East Asian community and,
under the chairmanship of NEAT Korea, look forward to making greater contributions to the region as the
APT marks its 20th anniversary in 2017.
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