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building in East Asia should be to promote the welfare and well-being of the people, and realise
the East Asian vision of ‘Peace, Prosperity and Progress.’|] Community building should be
based on universal values including good governance, the rule of law, democracy, human rights,
international law and norms. East Asian countries should promote these values as a common
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Network of East Asian Think-Tanks (NEAT)
7" Country Coordinators’ Meeting and
5" Annual Conference

Delegation List
(alphabetical order by country)

Country Delegates to 7 CCM Delegates to 5 AC !
|
Brumei Mr. Haji Haini Hashim Mr. Haji Haini Hashim
Senior Special Duties Officer Benior Special Duties Officer
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Cambodia | Mr. Sienz Bun Vuth Mr. Sieng Bun Vuth
Minister Counsellor Minister Counsellor
R.oval Embassy of Cambodia Roval Embassy of Cambodia
Singapore Singapore
China Ambassador Wu Jianmin Ambaszador Wu Jianmin '
President President
China Foreign Affairs University China Foreign Affairs University
Prof. Qin Yaqing Prof. Qin Yaging
Executive Vice President Execuiive Vice President
China Foreign Affairs University China Foreign Affairs University
Asso. Prof. Wang Yan (Ms) Asso. Prof. Wang Yan (Ms)
Director, Forsign Affairs Office Director, Foreign Affairs Office
China Foreign Affairs University China Foreign Affairs University
Assa. Prof. Wei Ling (Ms) Asso, Prof. Wei Ling (Ms)
Deputy Director, East Asian Studies Center | Deputy Director, East Asian Studies Center
China Foreign Affairs University China Foreign Affhirs University
Asso. Pref. FAN Ying (Ms)
Department of Int'l Economics
China Foreign Affhirs University
Indonzsia Dr. Tirta N. Mursitama Dr. Tirta N. Mursitama

Executive Director

Centre for East Asian Cooperation Studies
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences
University of Indonesia

Mr. Apus Sardjana

Director/Head of Centre for Policy Analysis
and Development for International
Organizations,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Indonesia

Dr. Makmur Keliat
Geniot Research Fellow
Ceater for East Azian Cooperation Studies

Executive Director

Centre for East Asian Cooperation Studies
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences
University of Indonesia

Mr. Agns Sardjana

Director/Head of Centre for Policy Analysis
and Development for International
Organizations,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Indonesia

Dr. Makmur Eeliat
Senior Ressarch Fellow

Center for East Asian Cooperation Studies & |
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& Manager of Reszearch and Publication
Faculty of Social znd Political Sciences
University of Indonesia

Dr, Harivad] Wirawan

Senior Research Fellow

Center for East Asian Cooperation Stmdies
& Head of International Relations

Faculty of Scrial and Political Sciences

IMidnager of Research end Publication Faculty
of Social and Political Sciences University of
Indonssia

Dir. Hariyadi Wirawan

Senior Besearch Fellow

Center for East Asian Cooperation Studies
& Haad of Internetional Relations
Facnlty of Social and Political Scicnces

University of Indonesia, University of Indonzsia
Tapan ' Frof. ITO Eenichi Prof. ITO Kenichi
President & CED, the Japan Forum on President & CEOQ
International Refations (JFIR), The Japan Forum on Internztional Relations
Prasident, the Council on Bast Asian {JFIR), President, the Council on East Asian
Community (CEAC) Commimity (CEAC)
Prof. HIROMNO Eyokichi Prof. HIRONO Ryokichi
Professar Emeritus, Seikei University, Professor Emeritas, Seikei University,
Member of the CEAC Member of the CEAC
Prof. SHINDO Eiichi Prof. SHINDO Eiichi
Professor Emeritus, Tsukuba Unsversity, Professor Emeritus, Tsukuba Tniversity,
Membear of the CEAC Member of the CEAC
Prof. YAMASHITA Eiji Prof. KAWAT Masahiro
(Osaka City University Dean, Asian Development Bank Institute,
Member of the CEAC Member of the CEAG
Dr. HONRMA Jun Prof. YAMASHITA Eiji
Agsociate Professor, Ritsumeikan Osaka City University
University, Member of the CEAC Member of the CEAG
Ty Dr, HONMA Jun
' Mr'.HASEG‘&"Wﬁ Kﬂmh_l : Associate Professor, Ritsumeilan Universtty,
Resident Director & Senior Economist, Membsar of the CEAC
JBIC Institute (TRICT), Japan Bank for
International Cooperation Mr. HASEGAWA Eoichi
Rasident Director & Senior Economist, TBIC
Mr. MURAEAMI Masayasu _ Institute(JBICI), Japan Bank for International
Acting Executive Director, JFIR, Acting Cooperation
Executive Vice President, CEAC
Mr. MURAKAMI Masayasu
m'_YHNG Tﬂl:cuya . Acting Executive Director, JFIR, Acting
Senior Oﬁﬂﬂr n ‘Chﬂ.l'gﬂ ﬂfRﬂngnﬂl E}[ﬂmﬁ\rﬂ- T\'riCE I"I’ES{IﬂE:I'Jt C‘Ej‘-‘LC
Programs/ Associate Besearch Fellow, TFIR
Mr. YANO Takuya
Senior Officer in Charge of Regional
Programs/ Associate Reszarch Fellow, JFIR. |
Laos M Vatchanaphone KHENNAVONG Ms Vatchanaphone KHENNAVONG
Director of Administration and International | Director of Administration and International
Cooperation Division Cooperation Division
Institute of Foreign A fairs Institute of Forsign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ministry of Foreien Affairs
balaysia Dato’ Seri Mohamed Jawhar Hassan, Dato' Seri Mobamed Jawhar Haszan,

Chairman and CEOQ, 18IS Malaysia

Chairman and CEQ, ISIS Malaysia
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Dr. Stephen Leong
Acsistant Director-General, ISIS Malaysia.

—_—

Prof. Dr. Mahani Zainal Abidin
Diirector-General, 1518 Malaysia

Dir. Stephen Leong
Assistant Director-General, TSTS Malaysia.
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Network of East Asian Think-Tanks (NEAT)
7" Country Coordinators’ Meeting
(Meritus Mandarin Singapore)

20 and 22 August 2007

Programme

Monday, 20 Aneust 2007

8.30 am - Registration

90-10.30am - 7™ Country Coordinators Meeting
Venue: Mandarin Court D, Level 4, Main Tower

Session 1
Co-Chairs:

Professor Wang Gungwn
NEAT Country Coordinator for Singapore and
Host Country Coordinator of the 5™ Annual Conference

Dato’ Seri Mohamed Jawhar Hasan

NEAT Country Coordinator for Malaysia and

Host of the 4® Annual Conference
10.30—11am - Tea-break

11 am - 1.2‘313 - Session 2 (Co-Chairs to Remain)
pm

1230 -2 pm - Lunch by NEAT Singapore for all Delegates
Venue: Top of the M, 39" Floor, Main Tower
Afternoon - Appointed Representatives to Work on Draft Joint Report based on

Recommendations of the Six Working Groups (Informal Basis)

7 pm - Welcome Dinner Hosted by NEAT Singapore for all Delegates
Venue: Pine Court Restaurant, 35" Floor, Main Tower
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Wednesdayv. 22 August 2006

830-10.30 - 7% Country Coordinators’ Meeting
am Venue: Mandarin Cowrt I, Level 4, Main Tower
Co-Chairs:

Professor Wang Gungwu/Professor John Wong

NEAT Country Coordinator for Singapore and

Host Country Coordinator of the 5% Annual Conference

Incoming Host Country Coordinator of the 6™ Annual Conference
1030-11am - Tea-break

11 am - Press Conference
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Network of East Asian Think-Tanks (NEAT)
5™ Annual Conference
(Meritus Mandarin Singapore)
21 August 2007

East Asia Cooperation:
Towards Sustainable Development and Prosperity

Programme

Tuesday, 21 August 2007

8.30 -0 am - Registration

Venue: Mandarin Court D, Level 4, Main Tower
0—-0.15am - Welcome Remarks:

Professor Wang Gungwu

NEAT Country Coordinatoer for Singapore and
Host Country Coordinator of the 5" Annual Conference

9.15-930am Opening Address:

Mr Bilahari Kausikan
Second Permanent Secretary
Singapore Ministry of Foreign Affairs

030 -940am - Dato® Seri Mohamed Jawhar Hasan
NEAT Country Coordinator for Malaysia and
Host of the 4™ Annual Conference

9.40 — 9.50 am -  Professor Ito Kenichi
NEAT Country Coordinator for Japan and
Host of the 3™ Annual Conference

050 — 10 am - Associate Professor Piniti Ratananukual
NEAT Couniry Cocrdinator for Thailand and
Host of the 2™ Annual Conference

10 —10.10 am - Ambassador Wu Jianmin

NEAT Country Coordinator for China and
Host of the 1% Annual Conference
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10.10-10.30

a1

10.30-11.30

arm

11.30 am —
1230 pm

12.30 -2 pm

(as at 17 Aug 07)

Tea-brealk

Working Group Reports

Session One

Co-Chairs:

NEAT Singapore and NEAT Korea
(1) East Asia Financial Cooperation (China)
(ii)  Overall Architecture of Community Building in East

Asia (Japan)

Discussion

Session Two

Co-Chairs:

NEAT Thailand and NEAT China

(iii}  An East Asian Cooperation Framework for Migration

Labour (Malaysia)
(iv)  Enhancement of East Asian Cultural Exchange
(Korea)
Discussion

Lunch Hosted by NEAT Singapore for all Delegates
Venue: the

Session Three
Co-Chairs:
NEAT Malaysia and NEAT Japan

(v)  Energy Security Cooperation in East Asia (Singapore)
(vi)  East Asia Investment Cooperation (China)

Diiscussion
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3-330 pm Tea-break

3.30 - 4.30 pm Session Four

General Discussion
Venue: the

Co-Chairs:

NEAT Singapore and NEAT Indonesia

4.30-5pm Concluding Remarks

Professor Wang Gungwu
NEAT Country Coordinator for Singapore and
Host Country Coordinator of the 5" Annual Conference

7 pm - Dinner Hosted by NEAT Singapore for all Delegates
Venue: China Club
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Opening Remarks at the 5 NEAT Annual Conference

held on 21 August, 2007 in Singapore

by Prof. ITO Kenichi, NEAT Country Coordinator for Japan and Host of the 3
NEAT Annual Conference in Tokyo in 2005

Distinguished delegates to the 5 NEAT Annual Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Having the privilege of being one of those delegates who have attended all the four past
NEAT Annual Conferences held respectively in Beijing in 2003, Bangkok in 2004,
Tokyo in 2005, and Kuala Lumpur in 2006, let me congratulate ourselves upon the fact
that NEAT has grown into a commen forum for representatives of think tanks from the
ASEAN + 3 countries to meet and discuss the concept of an East Asian community
building annually. It should be noted that in the course of these years NEAT could have
equipped itself with "The Basic Rules and Frameworks of the NEAT," and organized a
set of Working Groups entrusted with the task of drafting a report to the Annual
Conference, which in turn was able to produce a memorandum of "Policy
Recommendations."

In fact, the 3rd NEAT Annual Conference held in Tokyo in August 2005 could put
forward a series of "Guiding Principles of Community Building in Fast Asia" as an
introduction to its "Pr:rhc}f Recommendations." It should be noted that the Chairman's
Statement of the 9™ ASEAN Plus Three Summit held in Kuala Lurﬂpm in December
2005 specifically referred to the "Policy Recommendations" of the 3" NEAT Annual
Conference held in Tokyo and requested the Ministers and Senior Officials of the
ASEAN Plus Three nations to study those recommendations and proposals.

It was again quite encouraging for us to see that the Chairman's Statement of the 10™
ASEAN Plus Three Summit held in Cebu, Philippines, this January, referred to the
"Policy Recommendations" of the NEAT Annual Conference again. Let me quote.
Paragraph 15 of the Statement said, “We also noted the Memorandum No.3 on Policy
Recommendations on Strengthening the Pillars of East Asian Community Building,
prepared by the Network of East Asian Think Tanks (NEAT), which may form part of
the stocktaking of APT cooperation.”

I think this verifies that our efforts and contributions have now been duly acknowledged
in the process of an East Asian community building by the countries concerned in the
region. This makes us in NEAT to feel that both our responsibility and influence are
growing and that we must be aware of this fact. The year 2007 marks the tenth
anniversary of the ASEAN Plus Three Summit. In this memorial year "the Second Joint
Statement on East Asia Coopera‘uun is to be adopted by the 11" ASEAN Plus Three
Summit. I hope the 5" NEAT Annual Conference opened today in Singapore will
become a milestone for our joint efforts towards an East Asian community building, and
will play a constructive role in preparing "the Second Joint Statement” to be adopted by
the ASEAN Plus Three Summit.

Thank you very much.
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Memorandum No. 4
(Revised)

Policy Recommendations

On

East Asia Cooperation:
Towards Sustainable Development and Prosperity

By

The NETWORK OF EAST ASIAN THINK TANKS
(NEAT)
20 - 22 AUGUST 2007

Meritus Mandarin Hotel
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Introduction

1. The Network of East Asian Think-Tanks (NEAT) held its 7" Country
Coordinators Meeting (CCM) and 5™ Annual Conference (AC) from 20 — 22
August 2007 at Meritus Mandarin Hotel, Singapore. The two events were
aftended by participants from the academia and government. This reflects
continuing efforts by the NEAT to further strengthen the working relationship
between Track 1 and Track 2.

2. The theme of the 58" AC was “East Asia Cooperation: Towards
Sustainable Development and Prasperity”. I highlights the urgent need to
balance development with environmental concerns. Environmental protection
can no lenger be ignored or sacrificed for the sake of development and
economic growth. The challenge is to strike the right balance to achieve
sustainable growth and long term prosperity.

3.  The discussions at the 7" CCM and 5™ AC complement Track 1 efforts
to strengthen cooperation among the APT countries and work together to
address challenges affecting the region. At the Track 1 level, the APT leaders
made a commitment to enhance energy security in the region at the second
East Asia Summit in Cebu in January 2007.

4. We reaffirm that the goal of community building in East Asia should be
to promote the welfare and well-being of the people and realise the East Asian
Vision of Peace, Prosperity and Progress. Community building should be
based on universal values including good govemnance, the rule of law,
democracy, human rights, and international law and norms. East Asian
countries should promote these values as common goals. We hope that these
values would be reflected in the 2™ Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation
that may be issued at the APT Summit in Singapore in November 2007,

5. At the Track 2 level, the six Working Groups (WGs) in NEAT are
focused on areas of common interest and concerns to the APT countries to
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foster cooperation and address common challenges. This document highlights
the recommendations of the six WGs in the areas of:

« Overall Architecture of Community Building in East Asia (Regional
Architectures for Non-Traditional Security and Environmental
Cooperation in East Asia);

» East Asian Financial Cooperation;

« East Asian Investment Cooperation;

« Enhancement of Cultural Exchange in East Asia;

» East Asian Cooperation Framework for Migration Labor; and,

= Energy Security Cooperation in East Asia

8. This set of Policy Recommendations was formulated, discussed and
approved at the 7" CCM (CCM) with inputs from the 5" AC. The CCM would
like to thank all participants for their time and effort in putting together this
document. The detailed background and rationale of the six WGs can be
found in the various reports.

Recommendations of the Six Working Groups

(A) Overall Architecture of Community Buildin in_East Asia (Regional

Architectures for Non-Traditional Security and Environmental Cooperation in
East Asia

v Trans-national crimes. Legal harmonization among member countries
is urgently required in order to standardize regional counter-measures fo fight
trans-national crimes. Existing differences among the APT countries
concerning the definition of crimes should be resolved to facilitate effective
multilateral cooperation.

B. The APT leaders should initiate specific programs in line with the

ASEAN Plan of Action and the 2002 Kuala Lumpur Declaration. [n particular,
networks that include relevant NGOs and local community organizations for
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the purpose of providing support to victims of trans-national crimes should be
established.

9. Environmental protection. The APT countries should establish
mechanisms for regional environmental cooperation on the basis of existing
ASEAN frameworks such as AMME/AMME+3, ASOEN, AMAF, ASOF, and
ASOEN-HTTF. It is necessary fo formulate comman principles of
environmental protection in the region to facilitate collective action and to
develop specific projects for cooperation.

10. Efforts should be made to involve the local community in these
cooperation schemes. Public awareness and educafion programs should also
be developed. An APT Global Warming Task Force responsible for identifying,
monitoring, and securitizing the threat of global warming in the region needs
to be established.

11. Pandemic threats. To deal with threats such as Avian Influenza (Al),
regional mechanisms for disease surveillance and control are needed. There
is a need to enhance the monitoring capabilities of the APT countries. The
APT countries should support, via the existing channel of APTEIDF, the
strengthening of the capability of the ASEAN Secretariat.

12. Each country is expected to establish an Al Information Gathering
Center to integrate data from related agencies at the national and local levels.
Measures to reinforce border control of infected birds/chickens should be
adopted by each country. Local communities should also be actively involved.
The APT Center for Pandemics needs to be institutionalized to identify
problems in the surveillance and crisis-management systems.

13. The ASEAN Secretariat should be strengthened to play a leading role

in designing and coordinating specific programs of action in the above three
areas.
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(B)  EastAsian Financial Cooperation

14. Beyond Chiang Mai Initiative (CMI). The bilateral swap arrangements
under CMI should be turned into standby credit under a muitilateral framework
and the total credit line should be increased. In the meantime, discussion
should be held within the APT framework on the possibility of transforming the
standby credit into an East Asian Reserve Cooperation Fund.

15. It is strongly sugaested that efforts be made to strengthen the functions
of CMI on information exchange, policy coordination and capital flow
monitoring. It is desirable to expand the APT Finance Ministers’ Meeting into a
meeting comprising the Finance Ministers and central bank governors, and to
set up working groups to study how capital flow monitoring and early warning
on risks can he improved. The NEAT WG on Financial Cooperation will
expand their scope of work to review monetary and financial policy and policy
coordinaftion among East Asian countries.

16. Asian bond market. An Asian bond market should be developed
through capacity building which may include establishing a more effective
steering body to guide domestic bond markets, strengthening the
infrastructures of domestic bond markets: and, improving credit, taxation and
legal environments to create favorable conditions for bond market
development. Some of the major measures to promote integration of bonds
market may include reducing barriers related to cross-border bond frading in
this region; harmonizing legal and supervision issues related to bond market;
and, encouraging cooperation among the various securities exchanges.

17. Interaction between government and private-sector cooperation.
Financial cooperation should focus on promoting the integration of finance,
investment and frade in this region. This requires the active involvement of
government and private financial institutions. First, it is proposed that a
Promotion Institution for East Asian Monetary and Financial Cooperation be
set up. Second, governments and governmental mechanisms should facilitate
private financial and monetary operation. Third, governments should mobilize
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private financial institutions and encourage their active participation in existing
investment and trade cooperation.

18.  Asian Currency Unit or Asian Currency Unit Index. Despite differing
views on what constitutes an Asian currency unit, there is general agreement
on the need for an in-depth study on the feasibility of an Asian Currency Unit
Index to provide more insights and practical propesals on this topic. It is
suggested that appropriate research and planning related to an Asian
Currency Unit be carried out and a specialized body designated by the APT
countries be responsible to lead this study.

(C) Investment Cooperation in East Asia

19. Investment cooperation. To create a mere conducive environment for
investment cooperation, it is proposed that FTA building be sped up and the
investment element in FTA arrangements be strengthened. Greater
importance should be attached to new models of East Asian investment

cooperation.

20. Infrastructure development. Investment cooperation relating to
regional transportation networks should be looked into. The possibility of
getting more private sector investment by issuing Pan-Asia transportation
network bonds should be explored. It is suggested that a special task force be
set up to study cooperation on infrastructure investment and to come up with
a comprehensive plan for the consideration of the APT leaders and Ministers
next year.

21.  Investment environment. To improve the environment for investment
cooperation, there should be more fransparent [aw-making and
implementation processes, more investor-friendly institutional environment,
more enhanced human resources development in service sectors and more
effective cooperation on International Property Rights protection. Moreover,
bilateral and regional investment rules should be established and incorporated
in the FTA arrangements.
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22. Green and sustainable investment projects. The APT governments
should strongly support Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) related
projects in the effort to tackle climate change. It is suggested that pilot projects
related to green investment cocperation be set up. For a start, environment-
friendly products can be developed by tapping the necessary capital, clean
technologies, energy and resources from countries in the region. On this basis,
comprehensive pilot projects can be explored. Moreover, there is an urgency
to raise corporate awareness of their social responsibility of developing green
projects.

23. Glocalization. Glocalization (combining globalization and localization)
deserves special attention in the area of investment cooperation. Further
studies related fo international mergers and acquisitions and especially fo
develop better understanding of foreign cultures should be developed.
Measures should also be taken against the negative effects thereof. Thinking
globally and acting locally are both of critical importance in investment.

(D) Enhancement of Cultural Exchange in East Asia

24, Obstacles impeding cultural exchange. The obstacles impeding
cultural exchange in the region include the lack of an understanding and
appreciation of the significance of cultural diversity in the region and the
importance of cultural exchange in prometing the East Asian community; the
lack of political will, institutional arrangements, adequate funding, and
collaborative and concerted efforts by both the public and private sectors to
enhance cultural exchange; and, the low priority accorded to culture and to
cultural exchange.

25. People-orlented cultural exchange. There is a need for a more

participatory, people-oriented cultural exchange with balanced roles on the
part of the state, market forces and private sectors.
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26. Priority Areas. Efforts should be focused on priority areas to identify
ways and means to foster cultural cooperation among the people of the region
to build an East Asian community. Each of these priority areas will be looked
into by the WG over the next five years:

- Media (Year 2008)

- Popular culture and cultural festivities (Year 2009)

- Education (Year 2010)

- People-to-people exchange (Year 2011)

- Performing arts and cultural exhibition (Year 2012)

27.  On the topic of the "Media” in next year's discussion, the discussions
will focus on, but not be limited to, the following sub-topics:

- Mass media and broadcasting

- Internet media

- Printing media and publication

- Translation

(E}  EastAsian Cooperation Framework for Migration Labor

28, Principles. A regional cooperation framework should uphold the
following rights of migrant workers and family members residing with them:
right to life; right to freedom from torture and inhumane treatment; right to
freedom from forced labour, including debt bondage; right to freedom from
indiscriminate incarceration and detention; and, right to freedom of movement.

29, Provisions. Source countries should provide migrant workers with
information and training before they leave their countries. Host countries
should provide them with counselling and advice centers during their service.

30. National laws and regulations of receiving countries should be

harmonized wherever possible to ensure that there is consistency throughout
the region.
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31. The implementation of migrant worker policies should also be guided
by international labor standards, in particular by ILO's Multilateral Framework
en Labor Migration and its fundamental principles.

32. Protection and Fair Treatment of Migrant Workers. Migrant workers
. should be protected by national employment legislation which, among other
things, specifies normal hours worked, overtime payment rates, rest days,
annual leave, medical entittement and refrenchment benefits (if any).

33, Govemments should address issues related fo violations of migrant
workers' rights and create effective and accessible channels for migrants to
lodge their complaints and seek remedy without discriminatieon and
intimidation.

34. Control and Management of Irregular Migration. Governments
should ensure that there is close coordination among enforcement agencies,
particularly immigration and police, and with labour/human resource minisfries.

35.  |n the event of human trafficking, strong legal sanctions should apply to
the traffickers and not the migrant workers who are their victims.

(F)  Energy Security Cooperation in East Asia

36. Energy Diversification. The need for energy diversification for APT
countries is sufficiently clear, as most of the APT countries are heavily
dependent on one or two dominant sources of energy supply. Energy
diversification is therefore a key strategy for individual APT countries to
enhance their overall energy security.

37.  An appropriate energy mix can help individual APT countries cushion
the impact of an unexpected supply-side shock. In the long run, it is also a
viable strategy to cope with the day when oil production in the werld peaks or
recoverable oil reserves run out.

24




38. The APT countries should explore all possible avenues relating to
energy cooperation, especially in the areas of energy conservation and
diversification.

39. They should facilitate the sharing of information, technology and know-
how on the use of both fossil and non-fossil fuels. In particular, more
advanced APT countries should consider sharing energy-saving technology
with others.

40. There is growing and urgent need to explore viable alternatives,
particularly renewable sources of energy such as safe nuclear energy, clean
coal, solar energy and biofuels. The APT countries should also consider
undertaking research in appropriate technology for renewable sources of

energy.

41. The APT countries should hasten the development of the Trans ASEAN
Gas Pipeline (TAGP) as an alternative energy source and reduce the heavy
reliance on oil in the transportation sector.

42.  They should remove impediments to cross-border investments for
energy diversification projects and devise a conducive set of policies and
incentives to achieve a more viable energy mix.

43 The ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE) should explore expanding its
scope of activities to cover all APT countries. In particular, the centre should

pay more attention and channel more resources {0 energy conservation and
diversification efforts.
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" Asean 'holds key to building stable East Asian region”,

The Straits Times(August 23,2007)

‘Asean ‘holds

(1

key to

building
stable East

S'pore official says
grouping plays vital
role by providing
neutral platform

Semior Correspondent

GOVERNMENTS in the East
Acian region have realised that
it is in their nations' interests

-~ to build & communily to pre-
serve stability for growth, a
senior Singapore official has
said,

And bailding such a comumu-
nity depends on Asean's abili-
tv lo inlegrate deeper and fast-
er, said Mr Bilahari Kausikan,
Second Permanent Scerelary
of the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

In addition, a grouping of
the region’s thinl-tanks, which
held a conference in Singa-
pore, yesterday called for
greater cultural exchanges to
promote community-building.

“An East Asian community
will...depend on Asean’s abili-
ty to integrate deeper and fast-
er and create a community of
its own,” Mr Kausikan said on
Tuesday. '

He explained that the com-
plexity and sensitivity of refa-
tionships among major powers
meant that Asean plaved an es-
sential role in providing a rela-
tively neutral platform f{or an
East Asian archilecture.

“This is the real meaning of
the oft-repeated refrain *Agean
in the driver’s seat’,” he said.

‘Asian region’

He added that this was the
broader significance of the
Asean Charter, which will be
dizcussed at the next summit of
the 10-nation grouping to be
held in Singapore in Novem-
ber.

The charter, which will give
a legal basis to the grouping, is
expected to deepen integration
within Asean.

Underscoring his com-
ments, the chiel Chinese dele-
gate to the conference, Mr Wu
Jianmin, said there was no al-
ternative to Asean's leadership
role in the East Asian region.

This is because “everyone
feels comfortable” with the
grouping in the “drver’s seat”™,
zaid the former senior diplo-
mat who now heads the China
Foreign Affairs University in
Beijing.

Mr Kausikan also noted the
role played by the United
States in the region after
World War 11, providing the
slability that allowed the coun-
tries in the region to grow.

Thus, “no one really wants
the US out of East Asia®™, he
said, and it “must be persuad-
ed to take the onpgoing East
Asian community buoilding dy-
namic more serioasly™.

The US should also be per-
suaded that the efforts at build-
ing an East Asian comimunity
was not against its interests, he
added,

The US, which is preccen-
pied with the war in Trag, has
in recenl vears paid less atten-
tion to the East Asian region,
with Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice skipping this

,ASEAM ADVOCATE: Mr

pilll o

Kausikan stresses importance
of regional integration.

vear's and the 2005 meeting of
the Asean Repional Forum,
which focuses on security,

Mr Kausikan was speaking
at the fifth annual conference
of the Network of East Asian
Think-tanks, which also held
its country coordinators’ meet-
ings over the past three days.

The grouping yesterday un-
veiled a memorandum of poli-
cv recommendations for con-
sideration by members of the
Asean+3 framework, namely,
the 10 Asean states plus-China,
Japan and South Korea.

One of the recommenda-
tions calls for more participa-
tory, peop!c-nricntm? cultural
exchanges to promote the East
Asian community,

Participants at Tuesday's
conference pointed out that
thiz aspect of community build-
ing has been neglected.

As for financial coopera-
tion, the working group on this
aspect noted on Tuesday that a
lot of Asian funds were stil] be-
ing invested outside Asia.

Itz recommendations in-
clude the development of an
Asian bond market and more
in-depth study on an Asian cur-
rency unit.

Other recommendations by
the six working groups includ-
ed the creation of a more con-
ducive environment for invest-
ment cooperation; protection
and fair treatment of migrant
workers; harmenisalion of
laws to tackle {ransnational
crimes; and development of a
frans-Asean gas pipeline to re-
duce reliance on oil for trans-
port.

suinoi@sph.com.sg

e L e o
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FIE : IRRE (BAKREER)

1. A|ENEE

2007 4 8 H 21 HIZYv v HAR—/LV TR Sz NEAT 28128 L7z, £ Z TldEIZ, NEAT
China 3% L2 T U7 &l ) L /7 U7 EEWHINTONTa Ay F&fTo7-, LT, NEAT
China N L7 F 2OV T, fliERREIFEEZ L E LD TIBEL,

(1) |77 &minh

BEORIKD b—F, T U7 OB I ERHLED L DL LTEHIMTE 523, 3 CIZH
TIOT « AXT 4« 7 )—7 (East Asia Study Group, EASG) T &£ 51, ASEAN+3 Bk
ZETTAREINZHDOR, T7TIZASEAN+3 DB RKE 7o A THEDHATHD H Db EEN
T,

(f) FIFFzr~A A= TF7 (CMI) 22Tk, EASGIZBWTT TIZT V7 mE AL

& (AMF) IZH7-5b0Z2EL 2 SN TnAZ b, RUAR— N CIERERT Y
7 UE 7154 (East Asian Reserve Fund, AMF I2&H7-5 1 D) NULBELRDONE I HIZ
BT R&ETH D, THIUCHIT T, ASEAN+3 [ KE 7' 1 & X Tid, self-managed reserve
pooling DI Tidd 5753, CMI OLZERUL~T T T-MFIBHEA TS, X T, £E - i
DOREF L B2 —%17\, CMI BN H 72> TIIMIFEREE RIE 2R ET 205 5, AT
DEHJR (secretariat) ZFXNTREX7ZA 9, 25 TWHbiILTWh, ASEAN+ 3MBKR
& PR T2 G DR BRI T REL LWV ) HICHOWTERET S, £-BFonT
WBT—F 7 I —FIZHONWTIE, 7Tl ASEAN+3 (S KO 7 o A TE TV
o LeLAMERZ LT, OCMI & IMF OV U7 —TU 2 SBITRFEE T ED X
D IRGMENME ORF Y —_41 T2 (ERPD) % LV 50(bd 5 7= DX BRI &
L2 TE e b20hy, @AMFE Z21EA7-000u— R~y 3 EDL I 2 b Dh, 1TV T
it Tn Z E7EA 9,

(v) 7TIVTEETGZICOWTE, FEESRTGEZHEE S 57290 Steering Committee % 7%
NETDHZENI TN TWAHEN, §TICABMI DU —F 0 7 —TNTETEY, ZDH
TS HBERITT ThH D, ZZ T LANERZ Li1Z, ODABMI DU —F 7 7 )—7 T
RRASEE AU\ D HURHOME R SERERE O R0 T U 7 IR Y C 0 MU0 RES IR ks (T VT
JUT) OFSNEBF LT HZ L, QBEARTGOBA - EEY REN—FRIZETDH L LB,
WA - TREATOL =T F 7 4 v VGRS « BRI FEZAT O 720D T +—F L&k
FC, BNEATSORKS - —IRMLIicii CERFEOBHETHZETEA D,

() B & RSP O Wi 2 e 9721, THR7 7 8 E - &l /1 (East Asian Monetary and
Financial Cooperation) {EMEFEE] | DERNLDS D oL TV DN, £ ONEITHME TRV, T
LA, 22T, TOTDIRRAFEET DT OEFENREE (07 78E, F/IMbER
B ) IRV AT B0, BERTEEEH LY (Zo8EREWH oS Tith b
TW5), BER/N—kF— v 7 (Public-Private Partnership) Z#J{&H 7T 5 Z & 24X
X725 9, N BT (bankable) A > 777 u Y2y NERBET LD, vy
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NMIHEDI B2 72 A7 ZEUNCEFHMET 5 & L biz, VATEBOFREZER L CREES%
FEONATS Z ERMET, 29 LERDNHFHAIN LG NETE,

(=) ACUIZOWTIE /T v 7 2% ED XS eRFHFIEICESNTED L ITEDL X&)
EWVH HIRH R L TR U7 0% L — MIlEORSR E 2 212105 ACU O&FNXT
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