Status as of 19 Auaust 2008

NEAT Working Group Report
ROUGH DRAFT

-COUNTRY EXPERIENCES WHERE APPLICABLE--

1. Commodity or Creation?: The Centrality of Labour Migration (NEAT
Philippines)

Status: Drafted by NEAT Philippines. See Section 1. Incotporated introductory
sections from original conttibutions for Sections 2 & 3

0 Migration trends
0 Security, political & safety considerations
0 What we know
Ranging from adequate to inadequate — data problems
¢ Skilled labour
¢ Unskilled labour
e lrregular migrant
*  Refugees and stateless persons

2. Context: International and Regional Efforts (Manolo Abella)

Status: Drafted by Manolo Abella (ILO). See Section 2.

2.1 international: Global Commission on Migration (2002); Hague
Declaration (2005); Berne Initiative, Global Migration Forum
(2008} etc.

2.2 Regional: ESCAP Conference; ASEAN Forum on Migration;
ASEAN Declaration on Migrant Labour

3. Core Issue 1: Recruitment (NEA'T Philippines/NEAT
Indonesia/Myanmar/Vietiram)

Status: Drafted by W. Villamil (NEAT Philippines). No inputs received from other
team members. See Sectior: 3.

Disparate practices and uneven performance

o) National agencies — fees, accreditation, screening, training, etc.
0 Recruitment agencies —fees, indcbtedness

o Outsourcing companies

o Free Trade Agreement provisions (7)




o) Should states intervene MORE or LESS in recruitment? No agteement
— where practices are stable and migrant exploitation is minimal possible
but greater state action called for

4. Core Issue 2: Safety and Weifare (NEAT Singapore/NEAT Japan/NEAT
Thailand)

Status: Consolidated by NEAT Philippines from sepatate inputs from NEAT
Singapore, NEAT Japan and NEAT Thailand. Sce Section 4.

Generally positive trends but gaps between policy and practice
Care st be taken thal well-umleided provisioits du not becomne problems (e.g,
language training, etc.) '

0 Unequal terms in compensation
( o) Access to social and health insurance
o Redress

5. Core Issue 3: Irregular Workers (NEAT Malaysia/NEAT Indonesia)
Do tighter regulations wotk ot hurt?

Status: No inputs received

Inter-governmental co-operation

Amnesty

Regulatisation

Penalties

Job creation — Making sub-regional development programmes work!
Relocation of industry

cC o 0 00

o
6. Core Issue 4: Repatriation (NEAT Malaysia/NEAT Korea/NEAT Japan)

Status: No inputs received except fot two-paragraph input from NEAT

Japan
o Penalties (who pays?)
0 Disputes

7. Recommendations

Status: Not yet done, Will be an integration of the recommendations from the
different sections.

o Research directions
» National bibliographies
¢ Data standardisation and harmonisation (long-term)
e More joint/collaborative research efforts




Themes — Impact of policies and outcomes, case studies of
migration success, studying institutional infrastructure effectiveness,
recruitment systems and “costs”, social and cultural expetience and
contribution towards community building and mutuval
understanding

0 Institutional building

a

L4

=

Bilateral/regional agreements - appropriate framework
Mechanisms for inter-agency co-ordination within countties
Establish an Asean + 3 forum on migration

Labour attaches/counsellor to look after migrant wellbeing
Training/prepatation centtes

Wi ; P PO SR A - . | H o
Sensidsalion couises fon Lust couniey officlals und employers

o) Wotker-oriented policies

-]

L]

-]

Simplifying und minimising the cost of regulatory processes
G-to-g co-operation in curbing abuses in recruitment
Legislation against discrimination & harassment

Better governance — action?

Programmes to encourage returnees and their re-integration

0 “Teregular migrants

Inter-governmental co-ordination

Amnesty sliould be implemented in a co-ordinated manner
Regularisation - Transparent and metit-based system

Recognise trafficked persons and provide for differential treatment
Prosecution for human traffickers

¢ Repatriation

Amnesty should be given for self-declared irregular cases
Welfare of detainees should be safeguarded

APPENDIX: REGIONAL CO-OPERATION FRAMEWORK FOR MIGRANT

LABOUR
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