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destroyers and helicopters were deployed and formation drills and search and rescue 

exercises were carried out. These exercises were based on the agreement on conducting 

joint drills, which had been made in November 2011 at the bilateral defense ministers 

meeting, in line with the Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation between Japan and 

India, which had been announced in 2008. Masahiko Sugimoto, MSDF Chief of Staff, 

stated in a press conference on June 5, “The drills are intended to develop tactical skills 

and also to promote our friendships with the Indian Navy. It will contribute to 

stabilizing the Asia-Pacific region.” Meanwhile, Rear Admiral Ajit Kumar, Flag Officer 

Commanding Eastern Fleet, reportedly said to the press, “Our collaboration through the 

exercise with the Japanese MSDF is significant with a view to defending maritime 

transportation routes and addressing piracy issues.” 

 

 The security cooperation between Japan, the United States and Australia has 

been  robust on the basis of alliances. In the meantime, India’s commitment to the 

Japan-U.S. security dialogue and joint military exercise may seem to be linked with 

India’s intention to secure its own national interests. There is no doubt, however, that 

behind this move are in part India’s strategic intention to cope with the recent expanding 

Chinese Naval activities into broader areas including the Indian Ocean. 

 

(This is an English translation of the article written by Mr. ISHIGAKI Yasuji, 

Delegate for Japan to AALCO, as his personal view which originally appeared on 

the BBS “Hyakka-Somei” of CEAC on June 10, 2012). 


